Extensive acronecrosis as a manifestation of mixed cryoglobulinaemia: a case report.
Cryoglobulinaemia is a systemic disorder characterized by circulating antibodies that precipitate in the cold and resolve on rewarming. Three different types have been described, distinct in the class of immunoglobulins and their clonality. The clinical expression varies from purpura and arthralgia to progressive renal failure and even acronecrosis (1-3). Associated conditions are lymphoproliferative disorders, auto-immune diseases and chronic infections, but several cases occur in the absence of identifyable other disease states. The present communication reports on a case of mixed cryoglobulinaemia. Of particular interest are the rapidly progressive clinical evolution to acronecrosis of the four limbs, necessitating amputation, the presence of spurious leucocytosis and the absence of other systemic symptoms.